GALACTOSE METABOLISM BY RAT LIVER TISSUE: INFLUENCE OF AGE.
The metabolism of galactose by liver tissue from fetal, new-born, pre-adult, and adult rats was studied in vitro by determining the extent of conversion of galactose to CO(2) and the disappearance of the sugar from the incubation medium. Results indicate that the utilization of galactose by liver tissue decreases as the organism grows older. The explanation of the tendency of patients with congenital galactosemia to improve symptomatically with age on the basis of "maturation" of galactose metabolizing pathways in their livers does not appear to be consistent with these observations.